
HONR 358: IDENTITY. POLITICS.
RACISM(S)



WHENWE LAST MET…

Defined Ethnicity
• Largely a cultural product, based in historic (if 

occasionally fictional) ancestry
Defined Race
• Hinges on power relations
• Based on perceived biological distinctions that are 

in actuality arbitrarily chosen differences that we 
imbue with meaning—i.e., they can be contested



WHENWE LAST MET…

“Race is not metaphysical, but 
race is a contingently deep reality 
that structures our particular 
social universe having a social 
objectivity and a causal 
significance that arises out of our 
particular history.”

~Charles W. Mills, Philosopher





AGENDA

Definitions and frameworks:

• Allport (prejudice)
• Omi and Winant (racial formation)
• Kendi vs. McWhorter (racism)



ALLPORT

A lot of parallels with Appiah…
• It all starts with categorization
• This classifications breed generalizations about 

groups, which can foster erroneous prejudgments of 
individuals or the groups they belong to
• BUT…not all prejudgments lead to prejudice







ALLPORT

Prejudice:
• An antipathy based on a faulty or and inflexible generalization
Ethnocentrism:
• View that takes one’s own group as the “default” with others 

judged in terms of its familiar standards
Xenophobia:
• Fear of outsiders—a manifestation of ethnocentrism



OMI ANDWINANT – PREVIOUS PARADIGMS

How do you explain racial inequality? Three paradigms:

Ethnicity
Class
Nation



OMI ANDWINANT – PREVIOUS PARADIGMS

Ethnicity…
Pro:
• Eschewed biological determinism for a more mutable 

status in society
Con:
• Analogy to other once-disadvantaged ethnic groups 

used as a cudgel to blame Blacks for their status



OMI ANDWINANT – PREVIOUS PARADIGMS

Class…
Pro:
• Reveals patterns of exploitation and mobility
Con:
• Racial dynamics should be understood as 

determinants of class relationships (and, indeed, 
class identities) not merely their consequence



OMI ANDWINANT – PREVIOUS PARADIGMS

Nation…
Pro:
• Places US within the global pattern of oppression 

and colonialism
Con:
• Fails to demonstrate the dynamics of “colonized” 

peoples internal to the US but separate from the 
majority



OMI ANDWINANT – RACIAL FORMATION

Race:
• An unstable complex of social meanings constantly 

being transformed by political struggle
• A master category that shapes the history, politics, 

economics, and culture in the United States

So…a stable dominant category with shifting meaning







OMI ANDWINANT – RACIAL FORMATION

Racial formation:
• The socio-historical process by which racial 

categories are created inhabited, transformed and 
destroyed: society shapes race, race shapes society

How can change occur, but the centrality of 
race/relations remain intact? 











KENDI & MCWHORTER

Kendi:
• Wants to move away from defining racist policies and racist people 

based on the perpetrator and the intent to the victim and the 
outcome

• Because we’ve all absorbed racist ideas, it’s not an indictment of the 
person, but the system

McWhorter:
• Bigotry against people or seeing other people as lower or different in 

some negative way
• Not a societal function



WHEN NEXTWE MEET…

Assignment for tonight:

Take Implicit Association Test (IAT) and 
(ANONOMOUSLY!) report results via Google forms by 
noon tomorrow (will link to both items on Slack)


